
 

 
CCR Monthly Newsletter
October, 2009
 

1. September CCR Governing Board Meeting
2. NIChE Conference a Success  
3. Phase III Workshop Update
4.  New Executive Director - Paul Mendez
5. 2010 Membership Renewals
6. CCR Reception in Philadelphia
7. Latest Science Policy News from ASTRA

 

[bookmark: Topic1]1.  Governing Board Meets in Washington DC
 
The CCR Governing Board met on September 14 & 15.   The Board meets three times a year to conduct Council business.  During the meeting, the Board explored ways to restructure CCR’s operations to better address member organizations’ needs in the rapidly changing global chemical research and innovation space.  It also discussed how to better accomplish CCR’s mission by leveraging its efforts through strategic collaboration with organizations like ACS and AIChE.  Expect exciting new joint ventures in the future. 

As its newest member, Gary Calabrese (Corning, Inc.) attended his first Governing Board meeting.  During the meeting, Wayne Ranbom (ARKEMA, Inc.) was elected 2nd Vice Chair.  At the end of the meeting, 2009 Chair Greg Girolami (Univ of IL at Urbana) passed the gavel to 2010 Chair Seth Snyder (Argonne National Laboratory).  

The Nominations Committee is currently completing the slate of nominees for the 2010 Board elections.  Nominations from the field will be accepted through October 16th.   Ballots will be sent to voting Representatives of CCR member organizations later in the month. 
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[bookmark: Topic2]2.  NIChE Conference a Success
 
The 14th NIChE (New Industrial Chemistry and Engineering) Conference on Micro-Reactor Technologies:  A Critical Tool for Process Optimization and Intensification was held at NIST in Gaithersburg, MD on September 21-23, 2009. This meeting was conducted in workshop style and focused on the technological advances and applications of micro-reactors. Forty world-leading experts from both the U.S. and overseas participated.  Watch the CCR website for a meeting summary and downloadable copies of the presentations.
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[bookmark: Topic3]3.   R&D Workshop

The workshop, Assessing and Enhancing the Impact of R&D in the U.S. Chemical Sciences, is being sponsored by the National Science Foundation and The Council for Chemical Research.  It will be held in Arlington, VA on November 16 & 17, 2009. It will bring together academic scholars and industry experts to discuss the state of knowledge about the impact of science R&D in the United States, focusing on chemical sciences and related industries.  The workshop is intended to advance our understanding of how to characterize an optimal portfolio of R&D investment in the chemical sciences, and what economic analyses could be used to guide a public-sector support strategy. The timing of the workshop is particularly important, given the importance of science R&D in the centerpiece of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

An intended output of this workshop is the identification of useful and important directions for relevant future scholarship.

For more information, visit the CCR website: http://www.ccrhq.org/economicimpact.
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[bookmark: Topic4]4.  CCR Hires New Executive Director
 
C. Paul Mendez took over the position of Executive Director on September 28th.  He will be assuming many of the executive management functions formerly done by Hratch Semerjian, who had been serving as both President and Executive Director.  This organizational change will free Hratch to spend more time representing CCR and furthering its mission of fostering leadership collaboration among industry, government and academia.  Paul has nearly 30 years of association management experience, and most recently was the Executive Director of the National Association of Workforce Development Professionals.  
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[bookmark: Topic5]5.  2010 Membership Renewals
 
Invoices for 2010 memberships in CCR will be sent out this month, to the attention of the Voting Representative.  If you want to change your organization’s billing contact or have any special billing requests, please contact Kristi Van Buren, Membership Director, at KVanBuren@CCRHQ.org
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[bookmark: Topic6]6.  Special CCR Session in Philadelphia
 
The next CCR Governing Board meeting will be held in Philadelphia, January 14 & 15, 2010.  On the  14th, the Board is planning to host a special half-day session on R&D investments for current and potential members from the Philadelphia/Delaware Valley/Princeton area, to be followed by a small reception.  If you would like additional information, or if you wish to suggest someone CCR should invite, contact Paul Mendez at PMendez@CCRHQ.org
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[bookmark: Topic7]7.  Latest Science Policy News from ASTRA

If you’re not already on ASTRA’s distribution list, use the link below to access the latest Tipping Points  -- quick clips on science & innovation funding & policy.  This issue deals with the rapidly changing situation in Washington, DC.

http://www.usinnovation.org/files/TippingPoints100109.pdf
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Important Copyright Notice:
Distribution of this newsletter to anyone in your organization is highly encouraged! 
Feel free to forward to colleagues who may be interested in learning more about CCR activities.
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