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Washington University:  

Background and History

ÅFounded in 1853

ÅStudent body, ~6000 undergraduates and 

~6000 graduate and professional students

ÅLiving alumni, ~110,000

ÅTotal number of employees, ~12,000

ÅOperating budget, ~$1.9 billion

ÅInvested funds, ~$7 billion

Å22 Nobel prizes in chemistry, economics, 

medicine, and physics



Washington University

Å2007, top overlap 
schools: Duke, 
Harvard,  Stanford, 
Penn, Northwestern

Å~23,000 applications 
for 1330 positions

Å95% of students in 
top 10% of high 
school class

ÅAve. SAT of 1440

Brookings Hall



Global Challenges

ÅOvercoming Poverty

ÅEnergy, Environment and Sustainability

ÅHealth, Food, Water

ÅAging

ÅSecurity

ÅEconomic Prosperity

ÅHuman Resources



U. S. Higher Education

ÅLarge, diverse

ÅResearch universities among the best

ÅKey characteristics of U.S. system

ïStrong federal/university partnership

ïEducation/research are linked

ïUniversities are autonomous

ïMerit review assures quality

ïPhilanthropy is a strong tradition



Competition and Cooperation

ÅAreas of Cooperation

ïPolicy

ïCollaborative programs

ïAdvocating for federal funding

ïCompliance and Regulations

ÅAreas of Competition

ïPeople

ïResources

ïVisibility



Addressing Global Challenges
Collaborative, Interdisciplinary Approaches

ÅLarge scale science projects
ïHigh energy physics

ïSpace exploration

ïHuman genome

ïGlobal climate change

ÅMcDonnell International Scholars Academy
ïInfrastructure for international collaboration in 

education and research

ï24 partner research universities, major corporate 
partners, and commitment to educating future 
leaders



McDonnell Academy

Mission and Goals

ÅBuild understanding among people of the 
world

ÅStrengthen cooperation among people, 
institutions, and nations of the world

ÅEducate talented students destined to be the 
next generation of leaders

ÅAssist international corporations 

ÅImprove the image of the United States

ÅEnhance the global impact and expand the 
mission of Washington University



McDonnell Academy  

Partner Universities

Å Bogazici University

Å Budapest Univ. of 
Technology and Economics

Å China Agricultural Univ.

Å Chinese Univ. of Hong Kong

Å Chulalongkorn Univ.

Å Fudan Univ.

Å IIT Bombay

Å Interdisciplinary Center 
Herzliya

Å Korea Univ.

Å Jawaharlal Nehru Univ.

Å Middle East Tech. Univ.

Å National Taiwan Univ.

Å National Univ. of Singapore

Å Peking Univ.

Å Seoul National Univ.

Å State Univ. in Campinas

Å Tata Institute for Social Sci.

Å Technion

Å Tsinghua Univ.

Å Univ. of Chile

Å Univ. of Hong Kong

Å Univ. of Indonesia

Å Univ. of Tokyo

Å Yonsei Univ.



McDonnell Academy

Corporate/Foundation Sponsors

ÅBoeing Company

ÅBrown Shoe Co.

ÅCabot Corporation

ÅCharoen Pokphand, 
Indonesia

ÅCorning

ÅDuPont Company

ÅEmerson

ÅEnergy and 

Environment 

Research Group

ÅFila Korea

ÅLee Foundation

ÅCovidien

ÅMonsanto

ÅNestle Purina

ÅRohm and Haas



McDonnell Academy

Program and Scholar Expenses

ÅScholars
ïTuition

ïTravel

ïStipend

ÅProgram
ïOn-campus programs

ïCohort trip to Washington, DC

ïCohort trip to New York City

ïAcademic symposia, meetings

ÅAmbassadors
ïHonorarium

ïTravel



McDonnell Scholars
Housing Close to the Danforth Campus



McDonnell Academy

Financial Support

ÅEndowment (pledged or received)
ïSustaining Endowment Gift from John F. 

McDonnell, $10 million

ïAdditional Endowment Commitments, $22 million

ïTotal Endowment Committed, $32 million

ÅSupport for Scholars, $60,000/year
ï13 Corporations

ï1 Foundation

ïTotal potential support, $780,000/year 

ÅOther Gifts, total >$400,000



McDonnell Academy

Future:  Scholars

ÅScholars, currently 29

ÅAnticipate recruiting each year

ïStrive to have at least one from each partner

ïFulfill interests of corporate/foundation 

sponsors

ïAchieve intellectual diversity of Scholars

ïUltimately, 2-3 Scholars per partner

ïAt steady state, no more than 100 Scholars

ÅScholars:  First Scholars graduate in 

2008 (MBAôs, 2-year program)



John C. Danforth
Chairman, External Advisory Committee


